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St. Francis prays . . . 
O holy Mother, 
sweet and fair to see, 
for us to beseech the King, 
your dearest Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to death for us delivered: 
that in his pitying clemency 
and by virtue of his most holy incarnation 
and bitter death 
He may pardon our sins. 
 
(St. Francis, Greeting to the Blessed Virgin) 
 

Fraternity Schedule 
MAY 
2 – COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00pm, Zoom  
5 – FRANCISCAN AWARD DINNER, 6:00pm,  
           The Wilds Golf Club, Prior Lake 
           Awardee is Bolder Options 
6 – CARE FOR CREATION Work Party, 9:00-1:00 FRH 
7 – CARE FOR CREATION RETREAT, 8:15-3:30 FRH 
8 – MOTHER’S DAY 
15 – OSF MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
          Prayer – Region Rep Meeting in person 
         Fraternity Elections, Need quorum  
          Treats – Mary Ann & Bonnie  
26 - ASCENSION  
30 – MEMORIAL DAY 
 

JUNE 
3-5 -  REGIONAL MINISTERS MTG,  
           Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo, MN  
12 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Cindy Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 34) – Mary Ann 
        Treats – Wendy & Mary 
19 – FATHER’S DAY 
24 – SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
25 – IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 
JULY 
4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY 
17 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Amy Meeting in person & Zoom  
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 35) - Paula 

         Treats – Ed Vierling 
25– COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00pm, Zoom  
 

Franciscan of the Month              
On May 16 we remember Saint Margaret of 
Cortona (1247-1297), called by some the Mary 
Magdalene of the Franciscan movement.  
Margaret’s early life was difficult.  Her mother 
died when she was seven and life with her 
stepmother proved so difficult that she moved 
out.  She lived with a man named Arsenio for 
nine years and bore him a son, though they 
never married.  Upon discovering Arsenio’s 
murdered body, Margaret was shocked into a life 
of penance.  Margaret became a Franciscan 
tertiary three years later, in 1277.  At Cortona, 
she established a hospital and founded a 
congregation of tertiary sisters.  Her great charity 
drew sinners to her for advice and inspiration.  
Her son became a friar.  She was canonized in 
1728. 
 
Fraternity Elections 
On May 15 we will elect our minister and council 
who will lead us for the next 3 years. To 
accomplish this, a quorum of professed 
members is required to attend the meeting and 
vote.  Please make every effort to attend. A 
regional officer will be present to conduct the 
election. 
 
Mary’s month 
is May, perhaps the most pleasant month of 
them all.  For it is in May when Minnesota again 
becomes warm and green, budding with warmth 
and promise -- sort of like the Holy Mother’s 
presence in our prayer life.  Just as we find hope 
and joy in the weather this month, we can find 
similar fulfillment in our devotion to the Blessed 
Mother.  Mary’s month is one of the great 
blessings and reminds us of the blessings Mary 
bestows upon us.                Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
 

   

       

THE PRAYER BEFORE THE CRUCIFIX 
Most High, Glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my 
heart and give me, Lord, a correct faith, a certain hope, 
a perfect charity, sense and knowledge, so that I may 
carry out Your holy and true command.   
  Saint Francis 



 

                                April fraternity meeting 
        

Twelve people joined our Day of Reflection on April 24. We opened with the installation 
of our new fraternity spiritual assistant, Alan Weier. Fr. Jim Van Dorn was the presider.  
Minister Steve Schier led us in our reflection on a beautiful video on the life of St Clare. 
A good discussion followed. Bonnie gave us an update on Marge Ehr. She is still 
sleeping most of the day but is alert and positive during her waking hours. Visitors are 
not advised, but she appreciates cards and letters. Mary gave an update on plans for 
the Laudato Si retreat at the retreat center on Saturday, May 7. We will provide baked 
goods for the morning hospitality and tours as we lead retreat participants to the 
Marian lounge. There are openings for any fraternity members who wish to attend. The 
fee for the day will be paid by the fraternity. Dave Keymer led us in vespers, and we 
ended the afternoon with fellowship and a delicious potluck. Our May meeting will be 
our election. We need a quorum, so all members are urged to attend.  
 

On Pentecost, St. Francis, and the Holy Spirit 
 

The seven weeks of the Easter season, 
between Easter Sunday and Pentecost, are 
especially hopeful times as we anticipate the 
celebration of the outpouring of the Spirit. In 
many of the readings from Acts during these 
weeks, we hear about the powerful works the 
apostles did – the healings and preaching 
that led to many conversions. We know from 
the Gospels that the Father loves to give the gift of the Spirit to his children who ask.               
(Luke 11:13)    
We know that we receive the Spirit through the sacraments. However, the 
manifestation, the actual gifts and fruits of the Spirit, do not magically appear from our 
reception of the sacraments of the Church. We must do our part to invite the Spirit to 
be living and active in our lives. We acquire the Holy Spirit, says St. Francis, not by 
techniques but by simple consistency in penance, prayer, alms, purity, and charity. If 
we live in this manner, we will gain the Holy Spirit “permanently.” This is what we 
want! Here are St Francis’ words on the subject:  

Furthermore, let us produce worthy fruits of penance. Let us also love our neighbors 
as ourselves. Let us have charity and humility. Let us give alms because these cleanse 
our souls from the stains of sin. Men lose all the material things they leave behind 
them in this world, but they carry with them the reward of their charity and the alms 
they give. For these they will receive from the Lord the reward and recompense they 
deserve. We … must be simple, humble, and pure. We should never desire to be over 
others. Instead, we ought to be servants who are submissive to every human being for 
God’s sake. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on all who live in this way and persevere in 
it to the end. He will permanently dwell in them. They will be the Father’s children who 
do his work. They are the spouses, brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                           
(Letter from St. Francis to all the faithful.) 
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Keeping in touch... 

 Mary Higgins, Secretary and JPIC Coordinator 



 

And now, a word from our Spiritual Assistant….. 
 
To begin with, I figured I would let you know a bit more about me: 
I am 54 and am a graphic / web designer by trade. I was professed on October 10th, 
2009. 
I was a vice minister for about a year and a half. Then I became minister after the 
previous minister had to step down because of family medical issues. I was elected 
minister two more times after that, so I know a bit about the region and the regional 
council. I have been to every regional minister’s meeting since becoming vice 
minister. I received so much help from the regional council after I became a minister, I 
wanted to do something to help others like they did for me. I thought I could help 
others by becoming a Spiritual Assistant.  
It took two years of classes to become a spiritual assistant and if you ever think you 
want to do it, go for it! It wasn’t easy and it’s a bit of work, but I learned so much, not 
just about being a Franciscan, but more about our Catholic faith as well. 
 
After I graduated from spiritual assistant class and was assigned my internship here, I 
was happy because I knew a few people in the fraternity from going to gatherings and 
regional meetings. And after being here I can positively say I love this group. You all 
have been so warm and welcoming during my internship and after becoming your SA. 
Thank you for that, you don’t know how much it means to me. I have not really 
changed or added anything to the meetings and such for a reason. I didn’t want to 
rock the boat and I wanted to get to know you all and figure out what I could do. You 
are all such great Franciscans; you are all good examples for me and others. If I 
make any changes or additions, I will have them voted on by the council. I am not 
here to take over, but to be a helper of the fraternity.  
 I really like the way this fraternity runs its meetings. It’s so different than any fraternity 
I know. You have somebody different do formation and prayers each time. It really 
brings something new every month. And you all have such great ideas for getting 
involved. 
 
I wanted to tell you all what a SA does. SA’s are to represent the church as the official 
link between the fraternity and the hierarchy of the first order, the OFM Conv. I am 
their link to you. One thing I really want to bring to this fraternity is God’s love. That 
was really a big part of SA formation, and I am hoping to figure a way to bring it to 
you, so know I am working on a way to do that. Be it book, conversation series or just 
me making something to show you God’s love. Know I am thinking of ways to help the 
fraternity, and that you are all in my prayers. 
 
God Bless. 
Alan Weier OFS SA 
 

 



 
On Care for our Common Home: Ecological Conversion 

 
You are invited to participate in a retreat based on Laudato Si,                                                               

Pope Francis’ encyclical on integral ecology. 
Widen your spiritual vision and focus on care for creation.                                                                         
What can you and your family do? Meet others who care. 

 

Presenters:   

Sr. Kathleen Storms, SSND - teacher, spiritual director, gardener, and advocate for earth and farmers 

Fr. Kevin Clinton - retired priest of the archdiocese of St. Paul/Mpls. and avid conservationist 

Who:  People who are interested in creation care and open to action. Retreat Center capacity limits the 
number of participants. Priority will be given to those living in the southern metro area, but registrations from 
other areas will be welcomed on the basis of spaces available.  

Hosts:  Franciscan Retreat Center, Prior Lake, and Our Lady of Consolation secular Franciscan fraternity 
          
          When:  Saturday, May 7, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
                         (8:30-9:00 sign in and morning hospitality) 
           
          Where:  Franciscan Retreat and Spirituality Center 
               16385 St Francis Ln, Prior Lake, MN 55372 
 
          Goals: 
 
 

 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
            What to bring:  water bottle, comfortable clothing for outdoors             

 
Registration & Cost:   Please register for this retreat no later than Wednesday, April 27 to be assured of a 
spot.  Registration fee is $35 per person and covers the cost of morning hospitality and the noon meal.                        
(Generous donors have covered the cost of facility use.) 
 
Checks can be written to:  Our Lady of Consolation OFS and sent to Mary Higgins at 3497 W 230th St, Jordan 
MN 55352 
 
Please register via email to Mary Higgins, mjgh5174@gmail.com  Call her at 952-240-1604 with questions or 
any special dietary needs. 
 
We will follow any Covid protocols required by the retreat center at the time of the retreat.                                                                                

*Explore the meaning of ecological conversion 
 
*Learn about the Laudato Si Action Platform and how to personally   
respond to the environmental crisis. 
 
*Make connections with other people concerned about the future of 
the world we live in 
 


